13
a ¢great deal of trouble to understand, and with ocur internreter we thrashed it over meny
an evening with the head men or any other gquick-minded villagers. In each villag= there

are from twoe to five or even mere, wards or Khels (to use the Assamese word) presided

o
over by diffsrent head msn and, somstimes, strengeste-sem, even in ems smell villags of
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not more than three hundred peonle aldméel , speakin%}almost entirely different languages.
The Khels seem to take no interest atell in one another, and will not even protect each

other when tle Khel of ancoutlside viliége has a feud to settle with one of tre nsigh-
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boring Khels., One Khel will stand by and calmly see the obhewrs being slaughtered.
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Q& In the last census of Assan o Nag- is quoted as seying jocularly that when the people

from another tribe attacked one of the Khels in his villace, killing one man five women,
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and twenty young children, he never sew suchpsport as the killing of the children, -8 it

was just like killing chickens. Furthermore it is nct at 21l uncommon to have inter-
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Khel feuds in the same villege, which often les’ to Lloody <vettdes. The khels are made

un of one or more "Jhats" (agein to use an Assermese word) These Jhots or clens as we

might proppsrly ca 1 them, ~laim to be derived from a common encestor, and consequently

a men may notymarry in his owa jhat. There is nothing in & man's name which will de-

termine his jhat and very probably in moving from one villare tc nother the jats are
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very much mizxed up. It is darbended to prevent inter merrisge but it only works in a

& one sided wey where the children all beslong to the father's jhat and no careful record

of families is kept. All 4trece of the mother's descent is lost and consequently the

e
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marriage of first cousins on the mother's side are quite common, and even the marriage

of uncle and niece. In on= or two erticles that have been published recently in the
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Antlkropologicel Joubnal of Lendon and also in the Census report of Assem, it i. stated
that the Nages never marry in their own ¥Khel, but thic I think will be found to be an
error; the restriction is against the Jhat and not against the khel, Ve war= frequently
told by tha Negas that they could not marry in their own khel, and then the very next
time that we asked the question we wpuld b= told thet merriage in the samme khel was per-
fectly permissible. This seemed like a hopeless contradiction until we found out that
som= khels were made up cf only one Jh~t and others were composed of several Jhats, and
th- individuels whem e had questioned had answer~d only for their own Khel.

In the villages the Khels are not marked of by eny line cr stake nor would any

stranger tc the village be able to tell where one Kh=2l began or another left off, but
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of cource the boundaries are well known to th» villarars themselvea. Each khel has

its own headmen, but hut his authority is very limited,; his only distineticn seems to

be thet he lives in a little larger houss t.an 7o any of his subjects, and he seems to

be able to accumulate a largsr store of rice than anv body else. When he gets more rice
than he can possibly use before it spoils, he makes it into rice beer and he buys or
captures a Mittun; then he invite all the villagers to e gran’! feast after they shall

have helped him drag down from the jungle a2 huge boulder which is set up in the village

to commemmorate his generosity, and please the spirits of his parents. After such a
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feast he i@ entitled to put up large horn shaped cross pieces o the front geble c¢f his
house. Some of the tribes put in front of their houses, instead of the bculders,large
forked sticks to represent the hLorns of the Mittun, Very often these sacrifices and

feasts are given by men who have recovered from a severa illness; while they were tossing
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os-thel ~fever-heds they heve vowed tc Kagong a certain number of pigs and fowls
and the seerifice of a Mittun if hs will only deliver them from their sickness, and it

may teke them two or thres years to accumulate enoush riea bheer and the price of a Mittun
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but some day they will maks them—selves-peer out of thankfullness for their delivery.
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At these sacrifices th- bull is tied by the horns to a forked edbex and then either
beaten to death with clubs or =lse bHled to death Hy innumerable jabs with spears, the
more suffering that they can give to the poor besst the greatsr is the pleasure of the
god, Porticns of the bulls flesh are tied to the forked steke infront of the house
and several pieces are put in a basket and placed at the srave of the father of the man
who makes the sacrifice, and then to each villag:r a n equal allowance is given. These
feast: often meke & rich man poor in worldly goods but rich in the esteem of his village.

Relying as we “id upon our interprster and the smattering of the language that we
acquired it was exceedingly hard to get a coherent idea of their r ligion. Through

the different tribe:, however, we were able to trace = belief in one powerful chief god,

who was known in the 2ifferent tribes as "Kagong", "Chingrum", Atzarran","Kungumi and

4

"Potso!; this particuler god always seemed to have the same attributes. here were
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slso several other gods of evil who sent affli~tions and sickness upon men and often

struck him with sudden deafness and blindnes. In several of the tribes there was e

belief in a pod,sometimes a roddess, of the harvest to whom pigs and fowls were sacrif

ficed when the grain was planted. Chingrum,or any other of his aliases, dwells in the

geersd rubber trees which are alweys plented in the villeses and beneath which are kept

4. mumber of round stcnes which they sey lLicve Heen plaeed there by the lesser gods, who

dwell in them and keep watch over ths whola villege, makinge it their duty tc see that
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none ¢f *the prescribad riles of Nage etiguaiie are disregarded. Once 2 year two old

men who nre appointed by the villagers sacrifice a pig and a fowl to these stcnes and
pour rice beer over them end make them generally comfortable; mno one but these two old
men deres to tcuch these mystic abodes of the gods. We were told thet sometimes when
the spirits dwelling in them get very much displeased, one or twe of the ctones disepp
pears of its own acccrd; then some awful celamity heppens to the villag=. Chingrum

w-s not the Creater of the world, nor of th- people, he simply rules over thair destin-
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ies, Two other gods were concerned in the meking cf the lend; on31made the plains by
sweeping his steff horizontally in front of hin, e-nems-wes-Negmen. The hills and

mounteins were mads by Chelok, who beat with his staff upon the flat grouni made by
Nagmen and raised it intc welts. Then Nagmen dances in the sky the clatter of his feet
4

makes the thundsr anl the parspirstion drcrping from his body is the rain.

Yhen & person dies some of the tribes say that the soul or chost remains always
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with the -orpse in the crave yard; others believe that ‘he spirits go to a2 Heaven under

the ground whore thev meet tlisir friends eni —=elatives in - life j:st such as this; and
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the sun lights the sky by dey and the moon and stars shine by night. "hen the souls
die in this heaven, which is called "Etzuli", they go 'own still lower in the Earth to

"Etzuli Ochungwei! where they no loncer see the sun and moon ner stars. What sort of

life they lead in this heaven iB not known, but wh-n thev dis Ffor a2 second time they
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come back “o earth again in the shape of butterflies, and after 2 short life in this form

the spiritiperishes. Inman beings never can see the spirits of the dead, but dogs see

them, end when a dog howls at night or barks withcut reason in the daytime, ther say that
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the spirits of the dead are rassing by.
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¥hat I have been able $e—jod-down-hora iz of course but the marest jmmwie of the

faets and the fancies cf these people; but to give more than the outline of an idea

about them wculd take up more of vour time than is varrented, and besides Iram now going

to bring you face to face with a few ¢f ‘hem an' rive you a glimpse intec their villages

and let you know how another infinitessimal corner of this world lives.



