
4. A Trinity ANEW iconographic type of con-
of Fortune siderablc interes t i presented 
by two almost identical reliefs, one {Plate VII) now in 
the Univc1·sity l\lluseum, Philadelphia (together with a 
second example, less complete), the other belonging to 
:Mr. N . 1\1. Hceramaneck and now on loan in the l'Huseum. 
of Fine Arts, Boston (Plate VI). W e shall first d escribe 
the trinity as it appears almost identically in both 
example , and then take note of the slig h t variations . 
We have on the l eft Gai;iesa, in the centre the abhi~eka 
of Sri-Lak!'?mi , on the right Kubera; all are seated and 
nintbate. Ga-.;iesa, who alone is four-m·med, holds, 
lower right, uncertain, upper right, the tusk, upper 
left the axe (parasu), lower left, a dish of sweetmeats to 
which his trunk is extended. The representation of 
Sri-Lalq;mi presents the u ual features; there seem to 
be moncy-jai·s on each side of her. Kubera holds in his 
right hand an uncertain object , in the left a long p u rse; 
in the University 1\1useum relief there is foliage behind 
him. Both Ga~es a and Kubera are as usual somewhat 
pot-bellied. As t o the differences, in t h e Vnivcrsity 
l\lluseum relief a lJ three d eities arc seated on expanded 
lotus flowers, which spring from a common st em; in 
Mr. Heeramaneck's only Sri-Lalu~mi is seated on a lotus, 
the two others on cushions . The Univers ity Museum 
relief i · much abraded, but may be dated somewhere 
close to the eighth century; 1\1r. Ileeramaneck's is a 
little better preserved, and probably a little earlier in 
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date, and even with a s uggestion of the p 1astic qualities 
of Gupta sculpture. Both reliefs are in creamy white 
sandstone; both must he of north Indian origin (Raj-
putana or Bundclkha~c;I), the fu·st may very possibly 
have been obtained frorn the river b ed a t l\1atbura. 
T h e Univers ity :Museum example measures thirty-five 
centimetres in length, Mr. H eeran1aneck's twenty-one 
centimetres . 

The tln-ce d eities rep1·csentcd arc respec tively patrons 
of Success, Fortune, and Wealth. Kubera is one of t h e 
Four Great Kings, Regent of the North , and chief of t h e 
Y ak~as. Sri-Lak~mi is a goddess of abundance who e 
s ignificance and iconograph y I have di cus cd e lse-
where*; I may add to the already cited evidences of h er 
connec tion with the Yak~as, the fact that all four of 
the G1·cat Kings arc calJcd Yak!jiaS in Bharhut inscrip-
tions, h en ce as daughter of Dh:r;tara~tra sh e is a gain 
cen Lo he a Yak. i. Gai;iesa Loo i iconographically a 

Y ak ~a t yp e, but h e is not fou nd in art h efo1·e the Gupta 
p eriod and the orig ins of the formula arc rather 
obscure**. Thus , it would hardly be going too far to 
sp eak of these r eliefs as "Yak~a Trinities ." 

A. K. Coom.arastcamy . 

5. The Wheeling AT Beech Bottom, near Wheel-
Expedition ing, W est Virginia, an arch aeo-
logical party from the :Mu eum excavated a sn-iall 
Indian 1nound during July and August with interesting 
results . 
*Eorly Indian Iconography, 11, s;..Lokam~, Eastern Art, I t 1929. 
••Sec 1n y Yok.!as, \\' u~hiog t on 1928, 1>: 7, uod Co,a.e:/w, Bull. Mu,}cum of Fino ArUI, Bo!'Jlon , 
No. 154, 19UI. . • 
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