
The illustrations here reproduced are of the objects found by 
the Expedition during the earlier- seasons of work. They are of 
parallel t yp es and until photographs of Dr. Schmidt's latest finds 
a re in hand will serve to give an idea at least of the character of 
his new discoveries. 

Two Sculptures 
from Minturnre TWO terra-cotta sculptures found in 

t h e course of last season's work at 
Minturnre are h ere shown, in Plates IV 

and V. These h eads a re not to b e compa red with Tanagra 
figurines, as t h ey are not mould-made but modelled entirely by 
hand. They represent Aphrodite and Apollo, and are certainly 
copied from HelJenistic Greek originals. Their manufacture is 
a proble m of much interest; they are of local clay and t hus were 
m a de at Mintur n re, but i t is difficult to believe that they were 
th e work of local artisans, and therefore they must he assigned 
to one of the bands of travelling Greek art ists who are known to 
have created th e terra-cotta d ecorations of various Italic temples 
in Italy. 

Both h eads are from originally complete statuettes. They 
are broken off a t the sam e point, near the base of the n eck. The 
h ead of Aphrodite is complete except for a chip which h as carried 
off the b ack of her coiffure. The fabric is excellent and the surface 
is extr aordinarily fine and well preserved. The h air, eyes, nose 
a nd mouth all sh ow that the final modelling was done with a 
fine stylus, hut the whole· concep t ion is unusually vigorous for 
sculpture on so sm all a scale . H er hair is parted in the middle, 
carried hack over the ears, and knotted in back , with two braids 
falling to her n eck. Below the knot of her h air there are traces 
of a rep air in lead , though the t erra -cotta is not broken through. 
Perhaps this was a preven t ive measure, to fill cracks which 
appeared in th e baking. The original figure was about fifteen 
inches high . 
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TERRA-COTTA HEAD OF APHRODITE FROM MINTURN)£, ITALY 

PLATE IV 



TERRA-COTTA HEAD OF APOLLO FROM MINTURN£, ITALY 

PLATE JI 



The Apollo is smaller, perhaps thirteen inches high. He pro-
vides a very suitable companion-piece to the Aphrodite, though 
unfortunately the baking was not as successful and the surface 
is largely destroyed. He is otherwise complete, however. Like 
Aphrodite, his final touches were done with a stylus, apparently, 
as far as we can judge, with even more taste and care. His hair 
was confined by a fillet, now indicated by shallow grooves in the 
clay; originally it may have been of silver or gold. Below the 
fillet the hair hangs in free curls, kept rather short in front but 
left long in back. He was represented with his head turned 
sharply to the right and down. 

A number of fragments- torsos, arms, legs-from similar statu-
ettes show that the 1nedium was by no means rare at Minturnre. 
These two frag1nents were found on the ancient ground level in 
back of the Capitoliu:m, or Temple of Jupiter, Juno and Minerva, 
and probably formed part of the subsidiary temple decoration. 

The Cyprus 
Expedition 

J. J. 

ANEW epoch has begun in the excava-
tion of antiquities in Cyprus. In 

the past the looting of tombs and sacred 
places was constantly carried on by peasants working hastily 
at dead of night, or with scarcely less questionable methods by 
dilettanti and scholars who had no appreciation of how :much 
could be learned by the careful and relentless scrutiny of every 
step of the process of excavation. As a result the museums of 
Europe and America contain collections of Cyprian antiquities 
which are almost entirely undocumented. A growing sense of 
responsibility, however, on the part of both government officials 
and of scholars toward these buried records which are inevitably 
destroyed as they are read, bas gradually transformed methods 
of digging and at last the soil of Cyprus is being studied accord-
ing to the highest standards of scientific research. 
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