
life and the achievements of the ancient settlers during the suc-
cessive culture stages.' 

It is sincerely hoped that means will be found to publish at 
an early date Dr. Schmidt's full reports on the work at Tepe Hissar. 

Excavations at 
Tepe Gawra THE Joint Expedition of the University 

Museum and the American Schools 
of Oriental Research has resumed work 

at Tepe Gawra and Tell Billa, Iraq, with Mr. Charles Bache as 
field director. The reports so far received cover only the first month 
of work, hut the results already augur well for a successful season. 
At Tepe Gawra, the remaining walls of Stratum VIII, which proved 
so interesting last year, have been removed and Stratum IX has 
been entered upon; an intermediate layer seems also to have been 
present, at least in part of the s ite . 

In StratUJD IX has b een found a building, a lmost the duplicate 
of the so-called Priests' Residence of early VIII a nd with the same 
crenelated niches, similar to the one pictured in Plate XI of the 
Bulletin for March 1932. An interesting feature of the lower build-
ing is that it faces in exactly the opposite direction. 

Among the outstanding objects found recently at Tepe Gawra 
are an ivory comb and hair-pin; the latter is decorated in the 
central portion with lapis-lazuli and green stone lozenges, and 
is further ornamented by four bands of gold. Both comb and 
hair-pin were found in a mud-brick grave which had originally 
been covered with rushes, the mould of the oxidized rushes being 
found over the body and over the top of the walls. 

Excai:ations at 
Tell Billa W ITH only a small force at Tell Billa, 

progress has been slow, but two finds 
are of no little importance. One is a 

crescent earring of gold similar to those found last year and now 
on display at the Museum. The other is a g roup of four bronze 
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objects : two wine cups , a large and a small vase. These were heavily 
corroded and so fragile that they were handled with difficulty . 
Chemical treatment was, however, undertaken by Mrs. Immanuel 
Ben-Dor, who has done notable work of that nature i n the Berlin 
Museum. The results were both unexpected and a mazing : one 
of the wine cups was found to bear a vo tive inscription which has 
b een sufficiently deciphered to re veal tha t the ancient name of 
Tell Billa was Shib-ba-ni-ba, thus corrobora ting the prediction 
of Dr. E . A. Speiser (and a lso one by Dr. Emil Forrer ) that Tell Billa 
was the site of that city of Shibaniba which was m entioned b y 
Sennacherib in his account of the r e building of Nineveh. 

W e are indebted to Dr. C.H. Gordon and Dr. A. C . P e ip korn of 
the Expedition s taff for the decipherment of the inscript ion jus t 
found. It should, however , be particula rly n oted that the poor 
condition of the insc.ription and a hurried reading of it, so tha t 
it might be included in the firs t report from the field, necessitate 
tha t the transcription and translation he regarded a s tentative 
and subject to modification. The reading of the word, Shib-ba -ni-
(ba), in two places seem s, however , to b e quite certain. 

A S eal from 
T ell Billa THE cylinder seal shown in Pla te IV was 

found in the second Assyrian s tratum 
of T ell Billa, but, as Dr. E . A. Speiser 

points out, i t is obvious t hat it d ates back to the third millennium 
B. C. (In this connection compare the Bulletin of the American 
Schools of Oriental R esearch, volume 47, pages 4 and following .) 
Owing to long a nd c011s tan t u se, it is slightly damaged at one end. 
The d im en sions are forty-two by thirty-eight milliine te rs, and 
the material i s apparently blac k diorite . 

The seal, which depicts two naked 'priests,' a house a nd a boa t , 
was singled out as b eing of unus u al s ignificance by Dr. Walter 
Andrre, the eminent arch reolo gis t , who is Professor a t t h e Uni-
versity of Berlin and Director of the Vorderasiatisch e Abteilung 
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