
of the development of cuneiform script, while the seal-impressions 
are of many varieties. At a lower level in the pit over a hundred 
and thirty graves were found, many of them belongin g lo the 
Jemdet Nasr period-so-called after a ile near Kish in Me opo-
tamia- and others with pottery of somewhat later date . The 
sequence is much more interesting than an unmixed Jemdet 
Nasr period cem et ery would be, and the finding of som e twenty 
skulls sufficie ntly preser ved for study will add considera bly to 
the material of the p eriod available for anthropological r esearch. 
Notable a mong the various obj ects found in the graves was the 
la rge number of ston e vessels; for the most part these were plain, 
hut one sm all white limestone cup was d ecorated with a row of 
lions and bulls carved in relief, the firs t example of this genre 
that we can date, and date fairly accurately, to an early p eriod. 

The Assyrian 
Exp edition 

main feature of the recent season 
_I_ at T ell Billa, according to Mr. Charles 

Bache's final report, was a s treet flanked 
on both s ides with large stones and with an open drain in the 
center into which e mptied feeder dra ins from the buildings. 
These buildings are entirely private d wellings, each with their 
s treet door having a sill of stone slightly higher than the large 
s tones edging the street. Leading from the door, each house has 
a s mall vestibule from which one passes either to the main ch am-
ber of the dwelling or to an open court. 

All courts are paved, u sually with baked-brick , and around 
the base of the walls of the courts are base-boards of one row of 
baked brick set on edge, making an effective protection against 
seepage and con.sequent d estruc tion by water of the lower courses 
of the libn (mud-brick) walls . The builders of t h e period, the 
Assyrians of the Middle Empire, must b e con gratulated on their 
mas tery of the difficult art of libn cons truction. The kitch ens 
of the dwellings were all exposed to the sk y, as in present-day 
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houses of the district, and were usually paved with baked-brick. 
At Tepe Gawra the close of the season saw Stratum X com-

pletely cleared, with hut one or two exceptions. There is but 
little doubt that the inhabitants of Stratum X were the same 
as those of Stratum IX and of the three phases of Stratum VIII ; 
there are no essential differ ences in t h e pottery, and the archi-
t ecture is a duplicate of t hat of the upper strata. 

As previously reported, a temple was found in Stratum IX 
[Plate VI) which almost duplicated the two temples of VIII. Con-
tinuing this sequence, in t h e last week of digging at Gawra, the 
walls of a still earlier temple were found in Stratum X. It seems 
definitely to b e a forerunner of the other three structures, for 
the crenellated walls, the open vestibule at the front, and the two 
rooms with smaller internal walls are all present. So much had 
b een destroyed that it was impossible to tell whether t he central 
room had been furnished with a sacrificial podium, as the temple 
of Stratum IX had b een. 

Two Pottery Tiles 
from a 
Han Dynasty Tomb 

TWO important additions have recently 
been made, by purchase, to the Chi-

nese collections in the Museum, in the 
form of panels from so-called Han tomb 

' bricks,' decorated with stamped incised designs. Such bricks 
have come ra ther recently to the notice of archreologists and 
are of great interest b ecau se of their various designs and the light 
they throw upon costum e, weapons, architecture and customs of 
the Han period. These t wo sla bs just acquired [Plate VII) are 
of exceptional inter est, b ecause some of the motives upon them 
are unusual and because they have been painted. 

Two types of H an tomb bricks have come to be generally 
recognized. There is, firs t, the small solid building-brick type, 
with one of i ts long narrow edges (the edge which would show) 
ornamented with a moulded design in low relief. Small vaulted 
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