
clear, therefore, that at the edge of the sum.mit of the mound 
the levels are somewhat confused and intermingled. 

In connection with the main work of the season, a small area 
was selected on the sou th side of the mound and so far five levels 
have been excavated. These all consist of mud-brick walls, most 
of them built on -a single course of stone foundation [Plate IV). 
The buildings of the various levels are very close one above another 
and often follow the same lines. From_ this it may be concluded 
that there was a continuous occupation of the site and that 
nothing in the way of a catastrophic destruction of the town 
occurred in the Middle Bronze Age (about 2000-1600 B. C.), to 
which period the levels belong. Two rooms contained . storage 
jars for grain; another had two rows of three post-holes in its 
floor; while another had a post-hole at three of its corners, as if 
for the support of a roof running along two sides and leaving the 
rest of the room open. A pottery series of no little archreological 
interest was established, including not only typically Middle 
Bronze Age ware, but also ware obtained from burials such as 
that shown in Plate V and associated with t h e age of the Hyksos 
kings of Egypt, that is, about 1700-1600 B. C. 

An Early Egyptian 
Door-Socket ONE of the most interesting objects in 

the Egyptian Section is the very 
early stone door-socket [Plates VI and 

VII) which, as a result of the recent complete rearrangement of 
the Hall of Statuary in chronological order, now stands at the 
entrance of that Hall, being the most ancient object in it. It may 
be recalled that an Egyptian door did not turn, like modern ones, 
on hinges, hut on pivots which projected from the upper and 
lower edges at one side, and engaged in holes in the lintel and 
the floor respectively; around these pivots the door swung when 
opened or closed. When the floor was of stone, a hole cut therein 
might serve for the lower pivot; but when the floor was, as often, 
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of mud brick, a special stone socket had to be p laced to take the 
weight and wear of the door and pivot. 

Such a s tone is the one now described; it wa s discovered in 
1898 by Mr. J. E. Quibell, while excavating for the Egyptian 
Resear ch Account (a British organisation created by Sir Flinders 
Petrie) at the temple of the very ancient city in Upper Egypt, 
sacred to the falcon-god Horus, which was called Hierakonpolis 
('falcon-city') by the Greeks-the Nekhen of the ancient Egyp-
tians, the Kom el-Ahmar ('red mound' ) of the pr esent d a y. The 
socket was found in its original position, with p a rt of the brick-
work door-jamb still s t anding on it, at the entrance of the oldest 
part of the temple , dating from the b eginning of the First Dynas ty 
- about 3200 B. C. according to the most recent estimate. It may 
be mentioned in passing that from the same ' Archai_c Temple' came 
a number of ver y remarkable i vory figures exhibited in the Archaic 
Room of the Egyptian Section. 

The door -socket is of a hard, dark grey s tone, which is, as Mr. 
A. W. Pos tel informs me, a fine -grained sandstone; it is seventy-
seven cent imeters long. The upper surface is flat, but h as a 
slight cylindrical curvature; in the middle of this surface is a 
conica l hole, ab out six centimeters d eep, and about fifteen centi-
m eters across at the top, which r eceived the lower pivot. The ed ges 
and under surface of the stone, which were embedded in the 
brickwork of t h e pavement, a re quite rough. The general form 
of the object is that of a human figure , s tooping or kneeling, with 
horizontal back into which the door-pivot bores, and having the 
arms fas tened t oge ther behind the hack. Of the body, only the 
back and arms are represented, the latte r rather roughly and 
slightly indica ted by a sh allow lowering of the back, apparently 
effec t ed by a pointed pounder of some harder s tone. The elbows 
do not m eet, being separated b y the pivot-hole . The h ead- and 
it is this which gi ves the objec t its importance--is very finely 
worked. The face is n ot of the Egyptian type, which is natura l, 
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for the intention is obvious ly to represent a foreign captive 
supporting the door. This is an expression of a not uncommon idea; 
it r eminds u s of the figures of foreign captives painted on the 
footstools of Tutankhamun, and on the upper surfaces of sandals, 
that enemies of the realm might he symbolically trodden under 
foot whenever these objects were u sed ; and Sir F linders Petrie 
instances the corbels, in the form of foreigners' h ead s bearing 
weights, in the palace of Ramesses III at Theb es. The face is one 
of the most remarkable ones in the round that we have from the 
earlies t period of Egyptian art; ap art from the excellence of its 
execution it i s of special interest because the technique employed, 
with gr eat economy of modelling, is very dilferent from that of 
most other Egyptian sculpture. The treatment of the eyes is 
speciaUy noteworthy. The top of the h ead is flattened to allow 
the door to pass over i t, and the face, although posed as if strain-
ing upwards, was t hus below the floor-level. In some way it 
must have been left visible when the stone was set with the upper 
surface flush with the ground. 

This object , which has the Catalogue Number E. 3959, has 
been described by Petrie and Quihell in Hierakonpolis (Egyptian 
Research Account), volume I , page 6 with Plate III, and volume II, 
pages 34, 36; a lso by Schafer and Andrae, Kunst des alten Orients, 
p ages 170, 574. 

A n Egyptian Land-
scap e at Mintu rn.re 

B.G. 

IN Plate VIII is shown a r estored terra-
cotta plaque of a type represented b y 

numerous frag m ents in the excavations 
at Minturnre. The 1nodern portions have b een made fro1n moulds 
of o ther fragm en ts actually preserved, so that no free restoration 
is involved . The scene is a Nile landscape; the observer i s made 
to p eer ou t through an arch ed colonnade at the scen e outside. 
I n the foreground of the left-hand arch a hippopotamus, ankle 
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A FIRST DYNASTY DOOR-SOCKET OF STONE, FROM HIERAKONPOLIS 
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A FffiST DYNASTY DOOR-SOCKET OF S'.f'ONE, FROM HIERAKONPOLIS 
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