tentatively to the closing years of the third century A.D. The style
shows a blend of Greek, Roman, Mesopotamian, and Syrian elements,
and thus reflects the mixture of races which for centuries has char-
acterized the inhabitonts of the Near East. The Museum is grateful to
Baron von Oppenheim for the opportunity of showing these portraits

in Philadelphia.
E: H. D.

THE FIRST AMERICANS

]OINT work of the University Museum and the Academy of Natural
Sciences and the Carnegie Institution was continued in New Mexico
during the past summer. The work was of two kinds: exploration of
caves in the Guadalupe Mountains and a continuation of the excava-
tions at the gravel pit between Portales and Clovis, New Mexico.

The group that explored the cave country was composed of R. M.
Burnet, of Carlsbad, New Mexico, C. T. R. Bohannan, of Washington,
D. C., and Thurman MacRea, of Houston, Texas. Some two hundred
caves and shelters were explored and charted on this survey. The
object was to find caves containing deep dirt and débris, similar to
Burnet cave, which, several years earlier, had yvielded so many
interesting specimens of human and animal remains. Unfortunately
most of the caves were rather shallow, and as a result the only evi-
dence brought forth was similar to that already recorded by our
previous reports, namely objects commonly left in caves by people
of the Basket Maker-Pueblo cultures, though in some of these caves
no pottery was found.

The second group, composed of Jack Cotter, graduate student of
the University of Pennsylvania, Lincoln Godfrey, Jr., student at Harvard
University, Alexander Brock, student at Williams College, Malcolm
Bull, student at West Texas State Teachers College, Canyon, Texas,
and myself, returned to the gravel pit and the basin deposits, near
Clovis, New Mexico, where work had been carried on jointly for
several years past by the Museum, the Academy of Natural Sciences,
and the Carnegie Institution.

Our first day at the gravel pit yvielded interesting results and deter-
mined the work that kept us there all summer. In making an examina-

22



PLATE IX

Right: Bone Spear
point found in the
gap between the leg
bones of a mammoth.

Left: Vertebra of
Mammoth with fra
ment of a Folso
type stone point |
situ.



tion of this pit, where I had not been since the summer of 1934, it
was obvious that much weathering had taken place since then. The
vertical sides in some places had caved off, and the fill on the east
side was several feet deep. Rills and small trenches, a few inches
deep, had formed in the dumps around the sides of the pit, where the
bone-bearing blue sands had been piled by the road company while
seeking gravel three years before. One of these little trenches had cut
down enough into the hard bluish sonds to expose the tip end of
a large vetebra. A few minutes work revealed the fact that this was
a large mammal, and since we had found other elephant remains
on previous occasions, we were quite certain that we had encountered
canother mammoth.

After much digging we discovered that there were two elephants
at this site, and to our great delight, we found stone tools in direct
association with them. Most of the summer was spent in their
removal. The bones being very fragile upon exposure to the air,
great care had to be exercised in removing them, and this consumed
time ond exercised our patience. We were, however, rewarded in dis-
covering not merely one artifact in place, but several, two of which
were new to the so-called Folsom complex. These were long bone
tools, pointed at one end and bevelled at the other, and presumably
used as points in spears.

The stone tools consisted of spearpoints, flake knife, and scrapers,
and the types of spearpoints indicated contemporaniety, at least in
this place, of what has been described as the Folsom-like or Folsomoid
point, the ungrooved leaf-shaped point, and the true Folsom point,
several examples of which had been found previously at the gravel
pit as well as during the past summer. Most of the finds of tools
during the 1936 field work, at this place, were made by Malcolm Bull,
to whom we are much indebted for his keen powers of observation.

The elephants represent probably the same species as those dis-
covered previously here, namely Parelephas columbi (Falconer). How
long ago these amimals died out cannot be determined at this time
except as an approximation. Dr. Emst Antevs, who made two visits
to the gravel pit in separate years, places the time of the deposition
of the bone-bearing sands at 12000 to 13000 years ago, basing his
conclusions on studies of climatic fluctuations in the Southwest as a
whole, and upon the geological evidence of the immediate region.
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We have been estimating the time represented as dating back to
about 8000 B.C. which allows a little longer time for the extinction
of the elephants. There is no longer much doubt that man lived at
the same time as the elephant, at least in that region, and that he
was the maker of Folsom points, knives and scrapers. That, so far,
is about all that we know of him. By deductions and comparisons
with Old World cultures and by the use of a fertile imagination, no
doubt, a more complete picture of the North American of that period
can be built up, which means that there is still much to be done in
actual field work upon this fascinating problem.
BB H:

PO SHAN LU

1

IT is an old affair of the Han Dynasty. When the rulers are married
they bestow po shan lu or hill-censers,” so wrote the author of the
K’ao Ku T’u in a rather patronizing manner at the end of the eleventh
century. Such interesting vessels, however, are worthy of more
attention than Li Ta-lin was willing to grant. Like most “old affairs”
there is a wealth of interest latent in their form and ornamentation,
their place in the ritual ceremonies of the period, and their artistic
qualities.

Thus it is that the unusual form of hill censer shown in PLATE X and
lately exhibited through the courtesy of Mr. Leon F. S. Stark deserves
at least a few descriptive paragraphs. Its rich patina in jade green
and soft blue attests its antiquity: and though the corrosion of burial
has weakened its body in several places, what it has lost in substance
it has gained in beauty, from the adventitious but charming combi-
nation of hues it now displays.

The base is a tortoise upon whose back stands a phoenix with
apparently a snake twisted between its legs. Time has robbed the
phoenix of one wing, but originally both were outstretched to give it
balance, while poising the hemispherical coupe on the point of its
beak, its proudly borne tail assisting in this difficult feat. The conical
cover, whence comes the name these censers bear, is in the form of
a many folded mountain among whose miniature but beetling crags
are holes ingeniously placed so that the fumes from fragrant species
of orchids could issue forth. On the surface of the hills are trees and
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