
TWO SYRIAN SCULPTURED PORTRAITS 

T HROUGH the generosity of Max, Freiherr von Oppenheim, the 
Museum has on display in the Roman Gallery of the Sharpe wing two 
Syrian sculptured portraits of the Roman period which are of excep-
tional interest. One of these, a marble head, was acquired at Bab, 
northeast of Aleppo, and represents a young man in the prime of life. 
Time has taken some toll from the surface of the stone; the nose, lips, 
chin and Adam's apple are damaged, and the broad band which 
encircled the head and was tied in a knot behind has lost the portions 
which hung loose, except for one tip below the left ear. The back of the 
head was chiselled down to a perpendicular plane in antiquity, as if, 
perhaps, the portrait had been placed against a wall. The thick hair, 
arranged like a cap, terminates in a slightly asymmetrical curve above 
the forehead, and the right eye is noticeably higher than the left. The 
high cheek bones, the sharp spring of the nose from the forehead, the 
heavy eyelids, and the dreamy quiet expression of the face may be 
taken as racial characteristics, and the oriental character of the head is 
further indicated by the broad head band and by the earrings, traces 
of which still remain. The type of head lxmd would seem, indeed, to 
indicate more-that the subject of the picture was a prince. 

The other portrait from Bambyke-Hierapolis is a life-sized limestone 
bust of a woman, preserved without a break. Here is represented a 
woman in advanced middle age. The sagging lines about the nose 
and mouth and the furrowed brow betray her years, but her eyes 
indicate the wisdom and habit of command of a matriarch. The face 
is excellently framed, first by the carefully chiselled waved locks which 
are parted in the middle and fall on either side of the face and then 
by the strongly contrasting broad folds of the mantle worn over the 
head. The subject of the portrait seems to have been in this case not 
a Syrian but a Roman, a member of a ruling family. 

Valentine Muller who published an exhaustive study of these por-
traits while they were on display in Berlin, would date the marble 
head of an oriental prince in the period which falls between the last 
quarter of the first and the first quarter of the third century A.D., and 
would incline to put it in the earlier part of this period at a date not 
far removed from 200 A.D. The portrait bust is later, and is assigned 
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PLATE VIII 

Right: Portrait Bust 
from Bambyke-Hierapolis; 
late third century. 

Left: Head of a Young Man, 
perhaps an Oriental Prince 
about 200 A.D. 



tentatively to the closing years of the third century A.D. The style 
shows a blend of Greek, Roman, Mesopotamian, and Syrian elements, 
and thus reflects the mixture of races which for centuries has char-
acterized the inhabitants of the Near East. The Museum is grateful to 
Baron von Oppenheim for the opportunity of showing these portraits 
in Philadelphia. 

E. H. D. 

THE FIRST AMERICANS 

JoINT work of the University Museum and the Academy of Natural 
Sciences and the Carnegie Institution was continued in New Mexico 
during the past summer. The work was of two kinds: exploration of 
caves in the Guadalupe Mountains and a continuation of the excava-
tions at the gravel pit between Portales and Clovis, New Mexico. 

The group that explored the cave country was composed of R. M. 
Burnet, of Carlsbad, New Mexico, C. T. R. Bohannan, of Washington, 
D. C., and Thurman MacRea, of Houston, Texas. Some two hundred 
caves and shelters were explored and charted on this survey. The 
object was to find caves containing deep dirt and debris, similar to 
Burnet cave, which, several years earlier, had yielded so many 
interesting specimens of human and animal remains. Unfortunately 
most of the caves were rather shallow, and as a result the only evi-
dence brought forth was similar to that already recorded by our 
previous reports, namely objects commonly left in caves by people 
of the Basket Maker-Pueblo cultures, though in some of these caves 
no pottery was found. 

The second group, composed of Jack Cotter, graduate student of 
the University of Pennsylvania, Lincoln Godfrey, Jr., student at Harvard 
University, Alexander Brock, student at Williams College, Malcolm 
Bull, student at West Texas State Teachers College, Canyon, Texas, 
and myself, returned to the gravel pit and the basin deposits, near 
Clovis, New Mexico, where work had been carried on Jointly for 
several years past by the Museum, the Academy of Natural Sciences, 
and the Carnegie Institution. 

Our first day at the gravel pit yielded interesting results and deter-
mined the work that kept us there all summer. In making an examina-
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