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PREFACE 

T HIS handbook 1.$ intended to provide the visitor to the University 
Museum wuh a general undffltanding of the cultures of the Pacific 
regions and the peoples ·whooo h.andlworl. is represented in the col-
1ecttot1$ on exhibit. It ls only through on a:ppreclation of the culturoJ 
CX>l'ltex.t of these obtecls lhot their re&} significanoo in aboriginal life ccn 
be determined. Space does not PEtrmtt oonaid~rotion cf the details of 
the vo..rlous cultures, but the oulsl.:i.ndmg achievements ol ee.ch are dis• 
eo.1siied. Emph.asla ts qiven olro to th.e inlarrelatio:rt$h.ipc; of the sev~roJ 
¢1.1.ltuf8&, for their historical hlck<;rrounds ore cl06&ly associated and the 
rocent h'ends mu5-f be vfsua ll~ in the proper perspecth•e of time and 

""'"'· The, Universtty M'u$0um is part:1cular1y fortunat& in its Paclhc col-
lections. All the cuJtures ore well repre1:e11ted, but the collections from 
cert.iJn lsland~ are espectaUy noteworthy. Th0$8 indude, for Polynesia, 
the wcodcorvir.q.a ol the Moori, the club$ of Tong.a and lhe Austral and 
Ccok L;lond&, the t.apo cloths of Samoa a.nd the geooral artistry o( the 
Mt1.rquesas. Me lanc:;ion culture i:; mustrated by cxceptio-nally fine ool• 
lectiona ol wood.cotvings lr¢m the Seplk River and Papuan creas ol 
New G\lineo,. masks lrorn Ne-w Ireland and weopom1 lrom lhe Solomoru;, 
Fiji, New Hebr!dO!i ond New Caledonia.. For Mieronesio, Uw MU$0um 

a vttry complete collection from Y(lp and fine e x4mp!es of 
o.rmo-ur t1nd weapons from tho Gilbert Islands. Of special intoroot from 
lndc>ne$fa tire the collecl"ion..& lrom the Philippines and Borneo. Weetem 
Al.1$lroJio is represe.nlod by o fine ethoolcqica) collection, -ond a ~n.oll 
but reprewntativ& sariGS of crudo Tasmanian ittorw tools ts available. 

Jt ls hoped lho.t the reader of this handbook will ftnd new intereet In 
these spoeimens and fn tho peoples resp::,nsib}e for them, For those who 
wish to delve mor.o daep)y into the problems of cu1turo1 and human 
bi$tory in the Pae:Uic a selected rooding Lisi ts ai,pended. 

D.S. D. 
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