
auy other way, equip himself with a just 
fore-knowledge of the kind of people he is 
going to meet. Indeed, as cnstoms change 
and the spread of civiliz:1tion and modern 
idc,1s i-educc ull ,m,·v i 1ing :ract~s of men to a 
uniform level of culture, the no1el aml Lle
ligbtfnl impressions a,;sociated with the 
earlier days of travel and explornbon can 
b~ achieved only by an c.\eu r,;ion in a 
museum. 

F.arh nrnseum must lrnve its special 
character to govern i t,; operations and 
define the scope of its in tcrcsts. At the 
Universit.)' of Pennsylvauia where, du.ring 
the last t wenty years, steps have been t.aken 
for providing in this community all those 
advantages wh ich balong to a public urn
semn, and which in other cities lrnvB been 
granted by the municipality, plans are 
being gradually developed for b11 ildi.ng up 
a series of' colkctions that will, iJ1 their 
foll development, ilh1strnte the history of 
mankind. 'l'hese collections, although they 
arc the property of the University and 
maintai11ed by private contrilrnt i.ons, with
out expense to the city, afford the public alt 
l;he advani ages of a municipal iust-itution 
such as the great 1nuseurns in :\few York. 
T l1cy are free to the public, rind with the 
power for primary eclucat ion that is de
veloped in them by trained specialists tl:ey 
are at the senicc of tbe public schools. 

'l'bc principal :Function of the modern 
111u~eum, then, is to prornote the increase 
of know ledge ancl the en ltiva t ion of t aste. 
It has become from every point of view a 
necessary instrument in ,nodern education. 
How this ccmdition is going to be met is 
a matter of the gravest importance to 
which the public welfare directs immediate 
att<mtion. 'l'he work that tbe Unive,·sity 
.l\Iusenm, i11 common with other institu
tious of its kind, aims to accomplish i11 

bnililing up collections to illustrate tl-e 
conrse of l111mnn history, must be done 
11011· or not at all. The materials of archll'-
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ologicnl rcscarc:11, t he 11· i tnes.,es to the his
tOI'.)' of antiquity are fast being appro
pri.ahid by t he museums of the world, and 
the tiJlle l,as wrne when a reasonably equal 
distribut ion of this common in!Jerit,mce 
of' the race is dcmnu1kd by tlie educational 
necessitic,; of the nge in which we live and 
of the generations to 001110. The objects 
lhc1t ill ustra te the C'Yol ntion of tl1c arts 
nncl the industries, t he gro,dh of culture 
and the progress 01: civilization are becom
ing rarer every day. .Many a clne to the 
history of our l'HCe will be lost 1rith the 
passing of t he nati Ye cultures of tlrn more 
primitive populations of the world. Their 
methods of travel and transportation on 
land aml sea . t heir implements and 
weapons, tlrn objects conncct.ed with their 
religious and ceremonial life, their dress 
and decoratiYe art, their ve1·y myths ancl 
legends, in shor t all tlia t is left of their 
device arnl ni l that remains of their mes
sage to th "ll·or"ld must be galhereLl now or 
lost forever. T o save these h urnan docu
ments for the uses of science and of pos
terity is a sen-ice ,rhich tile present genera
tion owes to tl1e hurnan rnce and the in
strument by which this ser vice must be 
do11e is the modern mnsem:n. 

G. B. G. 

EGYP'L'JA::\f SEC'l'lON. 
PHILAE, THE FORSAKEN. 

THE.<' mod.crn . liooks of. t ravel in Egypt 
never fai l to praise the beauty of 
.Philac. The nineteenth century 

traveller on the K ile found in this green 
i~lct, set like an antique gem in the midst 
of the rude ll"aters of the first cataract, 
a charm on ,vhich his memory seemed 
especially to linger, and which called forth 
rnany a tribute o.f: admiration even from 
those whose interest in the pyramids was 
expressed in meters and from those wl'o 
stood without emotion in the hall of 
Karnak. 



U \" IYl:Hf; l'l'Y OF P l, '\'NS Y Ll'ANLI. 

F ig. 1.- Philae. Temple of Isis and I<iosk from th e sout.h. 

Fig. 2.- Tcrnplc o[ I sis from the sotJth-enst . 
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Fig. 3.-The Kiosk from the north-east. 

:Fig. 4.- Tcmplc of Isis. Par t of the west colonnade of the outer court. 
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rrhe pL'l'lllia 1· appeal of l'hilac seems 
to ha YC ,IL·peudcd partly on its si tua
tiolJ, rising as it did front the fl no(l 1 ikc 
an enchanrc·d isle; purlly on its leafy 
sweetness with \\·hich it grcci:cd rbc t r,ff
ell er on tliP )J°i le , wear y of long stretches 
of sanrl _: partly on the cxqu i.0 i te ru·h itec-

Fig. 5.- Temple of Isis. The west colonnade 
of the outer tourt . Detail o f palm r·apita l. 

t.ur<" tlrnt l' rowned it .like a clia(lern: and 
partly. no doubt. on the sentinw11 L that 

aLtn<·lwd to il~ unbroken story of t hree 

t:ho usan(l .r ears or more. 
Tf we may believe the s tah•m cnt~ of the 

Pric•s!s of P J-1ilae in ,m inscription ronncl 

a l Sehcl. UJe island was ·iclen t ifiecl from 
vcn· early times wi l:h tlte rnlig ions life of 
the a nc-ie1J t Egvptinns. The most vener-
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able structure at presen t st.uncling, how

e1·e r, is the temple of :--Je0t.aneLus TT, a 
king of the thi rtieth dynas(y. U ncler the 
Ptolernie,.; nml t he R oman Emperors, 

l'hilac was ne"ll'l.y declicatec'I to sacred u ses 
,rn<l adoruecl by a group of temples worthy 
alike of t heir imperial builder s and of the 

Fig. 6.- Temple of fai~. 
of the outer <'Ollrt . 

lily c:1pital 

The west colonnade 
Detail of composite 

.EgyµLia.n gocls in ll'hose honor they wer e 

raised. 
'rhc last stronghold for t he worsliip of 

the l~g:ntirrn t r ini ty, Ts is, Osi ris and 
J-1 orns, tradition holds the island to have 
lwe11 especially ~arred Lo I sis, 1\'hO h a.,; thus 
bceorne the guanlian of the last hiero
glypl I ic writings of tl1e Rg:vpt ians, carved 
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in many a line on the latest monnrnents of 
their re.l igion at l'b il ae.''' 

Two tn iles below fi1ilue stands the great 
barrage, to-clay one of the wonders of 
Egypt. It l1as been erected by the B r·i tish 
engineers to store the w,tter s of tbe Kile 
for ,;upp]ying the thirsty lancl. 'rl'1e great 
natnraJ adl'antages which the Tcgion at tl1e 
first cataract oJTerecl for an undertaking of 
this kind, w<!ig he1l so heav ily with the 
mginecrs and with those who have lo deal 
,vith the Tcgcnerat.ion of Egypt, that con
~iderations of sent iment counted for little 
when the pre,,crvation of nn ancient mom.1-
ment, liowever lJcan tifnl, wns opposed to 
thr prad icnl ends in vie"·· 

'l'he rnservoir, computed i:o be more than 
twice lhe size of Loch Lomond, contains 
a promi,;e uf plenty for tlie Janel of J~gypt. 
Ry bringing great area;; uncler cn ltivatiou 
it giYes new life to her increasing popul a
tion, b u t before this b]e~si 11g co11ll1 be 
imokeil 11po11 the land a sacri flee had to 
be nrnde, and no other vicl.irn than P hilac 
wonlcl ,rnffi cc. 'l'here arc those who 3ay 
t:l1at the noble offeri·ng was worll1y of so 
great ,-1 rnuse, and ther e arc tbose who call 
i t a disgrace, lrnt in either case the leafy 
fresh11r~s o[ Philac will never ngain greet 
the trnwllcr on tl1e Nile. 

'From December of each yea r to April, 
the i~lam1 is sn brnerged and one sails over 
ii in a boat, passi11g through the floodecl 
COll rL;, of the temple of Isis anc1 between 
l11c walls 01 the kiosk Tn 1\fay, at the 
rising of tl1c Nile, the great shrices in the 
clam arc opened and tlw Tiver thus un 
ho nml goos on i t3 unobstructed way to 
fcrti\i,1c tl1c lands of lower Egypt as it 
has <Jone sinec the days oefore the fi.rst 
Plrnraohs : and :from then tiH December 

'' I am imleble(l to i\liss Onroliue L. Rnn
sou,. of the Metropolitan Museum, for her 
ki udJy criticis m of tile \Jistorical references 
i11 this m·lic>le, as w P.11 as f or an exact ic1enti

ficfltiou uf e,wl1 of tile photographs. 
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the sacred island of the Egyptians is 
la l'gcls out of water, bllL the pa lms are 
gone, the pleasnnt frcslrness of the place is 
gone, tho colors arc gone and the damp
ness ancl tl1e mokl seem to be eating the 
heart out of the stone. 

.Tust 110w the Egyptian Government is 
engaged in raising the darn to such a 
lieigh t that when the 1rol'i, i;; complete in 

Fig. 7.- Temple of Nectanebus 11. 

-, 9 1 :2 the general lcl'el wi ll be so much 
liighcl' than at present that with a full 
rnsei-voir tl1c temples will almost entirelv 
cl i;;appcar be11Path the 1rntcr. • 

Pol' tlie presen t, during the winter 
months, the noiseless visi t to Philac b,, 
boat i;; by no means without its eharn~-
Ternplc and pvlon and colonnade and col
n m:n. rising in most grncefnl lines from 
J-110 11·11ter, have the 1meuJ·thlv look attri
buted to s npernatura l things; ,,for tl1e spec

tator approaching H·e rharmed portals of 
lsis, frck with somctb ing 'like the apprc-
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hcnsivc p rescience kno1rn in dreams, that 
when tl1c spell that raised thorn has 
been broken, the whole beu utifol fabric 
will fade away and leave l1irn waking on 
this magic lake. 

'J'he photographs rcprocluce<l on these 
pages, showing tl1e scenery of l'hihw as it 
now presents itsel£ to the to11rist Llur ing 
the winter mouths, acquire a special in
terest from the :fact that after the season 
of' 1912 the temples will never again be 
seen under these couclitions, for after that, 
rlu ring the winter season, owi11g to fl1e 
raising of the clam, t he buildings will be 
nearly all submerged. 'l'hese photographs 
have been rnaile Ly lVfr. Eckley 1:1. Coxe, 
P resillent of the :\:1useum, :rnd arc pub
lished in the JoL'RKAT, by his kind pei·
n11ss1ou . 'l'hcy were taken during !'he 
winter of 1909 while the }'resident was 
on his way to Halfa to visit the exca
vations of the expeditions sent out by the 
Museum. 'l'hcsc exped.i t ions, inaugurated 
and carried forward by }fr. Coxe, nnc1 now 
brought to a. close, worked :far to the south 
of the firs t cataract.. Philae itself was 
visited in the winter of lDlO-ll by l'rof . 
ViT. Max ?\Hiller, of the University of: Pcnn
syl vania, who sprnt several months cop:ving 
the inscr iptions on behalf of the Carnegie 
Institution. 0. B. G. 

A}mRICAN S'EC'L' fON" . 

A TRIP TO CHICHEN ITZA. hT IIJ:; fi l's t clrscr iplion of Chic hen 
Jtza is to be fonncl in the notc3 
of Diego de Landa, B ishop of 

Yucatan, which are supposed to have been 
written in the year 15GG. Tt is as foll01rs : 

'Chichen Itza is very well s ituated 10 
leagues from lzamal a11Cl 11 from Yalla
dolicl, and the elders among the lnilians 
say that they remember to 'have heard from 
their ancestors that in t hat ))lace there 
once l'eigned three Lorrls who \\'Cr c 

brothers and who carnc to lliat land from 
(he wc~t. And they bronght together on 
the site'< a great Hurnbcr o[ towns and peo
ple, and Tnlcd them for ,,umc years with 
jnshce nncl in pc,1cc. 

'They paid rnuch rernrenec to tl1eir Gml 
and on this accon nt Uiey J'aisccl many and 
Jinc buildings, nnd 01 one in particular, 
t he greate~t ol' thc.:111 a ll , l will here draw 
the plan, a.;; J drew it when l was standing 
on it, so that it may Le the better uncler
stootl. * 

' T lwse Lords, they sar, canw OYCr with
out any women, and they Jived cliastely, 
and all l:hc Lime that they thus lived they 
were held in ]1igh e5tecrn and obeyed by 
al l. Then, as time went on, one 01 them 
disappeared, and doubtless he must have 
died, although the Imlilrns assert that he 
left t he country in the rlircction 01 
Baca1ar. 

"l'hc absence of lliis Lord, however it 
may have come to pass, ca used such a 
change in those who ruled the State that 
soon they split into factious, so wanton 
anr1 l icentiou.~ in t heir wars, t hat the peo~ 
ple came so greatly to loalhe them lhat 
tl 1ey killed 'them, laicl the t own waste a na 
themselves d ispersed, abandoning the 
hu ii dings and this bcantifnl. si tc whirh is 
only ten leagues from Uie sea, ancl has 
rnuch fol'tilc l and nronnd i t. The pla11 of 
the principal \)ll i[ding is the followi ng : 

' This bui lding has fouT sLa inr,-tys 11hid1 
look to the fo11 r qu.a.rlcrs of the world, each 
is (.11 i rty-thrce foet in brearl th ancl has 
ninety-one steps, an,l it is kill i11_9,· work -to 
ascend t.hcm; the step~ lrn re ll1e same 
height Hnrl lwe,1clih \\'hich we giYe to ou1·s. 
Each sb1inrny has 0 11 a h!\el with tbe 
steps hro low balnstracle~, two feet in 
11·idth, of good masonry. as indceLl is the 
whoh• cLli fi cc. 'l'hc bu ilding is not square 
cornered, for from the eclge of lhe ground 

*Landa's plan is omitted here for consid
eration ol' sr1ace. 

JO 




