TWO DOOR SOCKETS OF THE KINGS OF UR

ANY temples, walls, stage towers and shrines of Babylonia
M were restored by order of the kings of Ur, B. c. 2304-2187.
Their names and inscriptions are found on many bricks,

clay nails, door sockets and stone tablets. Two door sockets from
Nippur in gray diorite and black basalt have preserved good inscrip-
tions of Dungi, the second king, and of Gimil Sin, the fourth king, of
the third Ur dynasty. Their main interest is derived from their

Door Socket of Dungi.

dedication to a certain god, their mention of a shrine or of a con-
struction by its proper name descriptive of its qualities or attributions.

Dungi's door socket, dedicated to Ninni-Ishtar, marked the
building and restoration of the shrine of the tower of Nippur named
E-dur-an-ki, the tower connecting heaven and earth. Gimil Sin's
door socket is dedicated to the god Shara, the beloved son on Ninni-
Ishtar, and whom the king calls his father. His shrine has the
common name of E-shaggi-padda, the elect of the heart.
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Dungi’s door socket:

ninni

nin-a-ni

dun-gi
nitah-kal-ga
lugal-uri *'ma
lugal ki-en-gi ki-uri-ge
é dur-an-ki ka-ni
mu-na-di

ki-bi mu-na-gi
nam-ti(l)-la-ni i
a-mu-na-ru
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To Ninni

his lady,

Dungi

the powerful hero,

king of Ur,

king of Sumer and Akkad.
has built

her house of Duranki;

has restored it to its place;
for his life

he has dedicated it to her.

Hammurabi three centuries later mentions in the prologue of the
Code how he took good care of Nippur and of Duranki, the temple
of Enlil was also called E-kur, the mount house. Duranki is the stage
tower rising its ponderous mass over the walls of the inner court.
The name means the construction connecting heaven and earth:
rikis shamé u irsiti. Nippur like Babylon could boast of her tower
reaching unto heaven, which answers to the role played in Sumerian
cosmology by the mountains as support of the sky.

The name of Dungi is written without the star, the divine prefix
which the king adopted in the later part of his reign when he was
considered and worshiped as a god. The restoration of the shrine
and stage tower of Nippur must have taken place in the first years
of the reign about B. c. 2275.

Gimil-Sin’s door socket.

d Sara

nir-gal-an-na

dumu ki-dg

4 ninng

ad-da-ni-ir

IGimil *Sin

lugal kal-ga

lugal uri *ima

lugal an-ub-da-tab-tab-ba-ge
¢ Sa(g)-gi pa(d)-da

To Shara,

the hero of Anu,

the beloved son

of Ninni,

his father,

Gimil-Sin

the powerful king,

king of Ur,

king of the four regions of the world,
the é-shaggi-padda,

é ki-ag-ga-ni his beloved shrine,
nam-ti(l)-la-ni i for his life,
mu-na-[ dii | he has built to him.
- Shara, a male deity, was with the goddess Nidaba, goddess of

wheat and barley, one of the patron gods of the city of Umma, 50
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miles south of Nippur. His relation to great Ninni-Ishtar is inter-
esting. Umma, and her old rival Lagash had their days of splendor
in earlier times. Ningirsu of Lagash is also a minor god, a servant
of the great Enlil of Nippur. Such minor gods were anyhow invoked
as personal gods and patrons of kings and patesi, and interceded for
them before the dii majores. There are several instances of such a
patronage, and scenes of introduction are common on seals and
bas reliefs.
LEON LEGRAIN.

Door Socket of Gimil-Sin.

79



	vol15no1002
	vol15no1003
	vol15no1004
	vol15no1005
	vol15no1006
	vol15no1007
	vol15no1008
	vol15no1009
	vol15no1010
	vol15no1011
	vol15no1012
	vol15no1013
	vol15no1014
	vol15no1015
	vol15no1016
	vol15no1017
	vol15no1018
	vol15no1019
	vol15no1020
	vol15no1021
	vol15no1022
	vol15no1023
	vol15no1024
	vol15no1025
	vol15no1026
	vol15no1027
	vol15no1028
	vol15no1029
	vol15no1030
	vol15no1031
	vol15no1032
	vol15no1033
	vol15no1034
	vol15no1035
	vol15no1036
	vol15no1037
	vol15no1038
	vol15no1039
	vol15no1040
	vol15no1041
	vol15no1042
	vol15no1043
	vol15no1044
	vol15no1045
	vol15no1046
	vol15no1047
	vol15no1048
	vol15no1049
	vol15no1050
	vol15no1051
	vol15no1052
	vol15no1053
	vol15no1054
	vol15no1055
	vol15no1056
	vol15no1057
	vol15no1058
	vol15no1059
	vol15no1060
	vol15no1061
	vol15no1062
	vol15no1063
	vol15no1064
	vol15no1065
	vol15no1066
	vol15no1067
	vol15no1068
	vol15no1069
	vol15no1070
	vol15no1071
	vol15no1072
	vol15no1073
	vol15no1074
	vol15no1075
	vol15no1076
	vol15no1077
	vol15no1078
	vol15no1079
	vol15no1080
	vol15no1081
	vol15no1082
	vol15no1083
	vol15no1084
	vol15no1085
	vol15no1086
	vol15no1087
	vol15no1088
	vol15no1089
	vol15no1090
	vol15no1091
	vol15no1092
	vol15no1093
	vol15no1094
	vol15no1095
	vol15no1096
	vol15no1097
	vol15no1098
	vol15no1099
	vol15no1100
	vol15no1101
	vol15no1102

